Maintenance therapy.
This algorithm for patients recovered from acute exacerbation consists of 18 lines. The choice of the initial treatment depends on whether it is the first episode or one of multiple episodes. The patient who has not had a relapse during the last 3 years should be treated in the same way to the patient recovering from a first episode. When patients do not recur for 6 months with a half-dose of neuroleptics after gradual tapering, the clinician may discontinue the neuroleptics over several months. The clinician, in cases of discontinuation, needs to consider several issues including psychosocial interventions.